




First you need to call your local City or Town Hall. Business licenses are not free
so it is important to remember that the first step to getting a license and
starting your own business is saving up money. In Lethbridge, a commercial store
front business license is about $70. If you are planning on running a business out
of your own home, the cost of a license is about $265. If you will be having
customers to your home the charge is about $440. Most communities will have
its own town office or city hall to grant proper business licenses.

A business plan is a piece of paper that plans ahead for future opportunities for
a business. A business plan maps out the financial, operations, marketing and
organizational strategies that will make it possible for the business owner to
achieve their goals. Goals should be specific, measurable, achievable, realistic
and time limited. Tips on making your own business plan can be found on the
Alberta and federal government websites, business service centers, banks,
libraries, universities, and consulting companies. To see an example of a business
plan you can check out www.servicecanada.gc.ca

There are many places you can go for help with money for your business. Canada
Business Network will help you with fulfilling your financial and business planning
requirements. RBC Royal Bank of Canada and other banks can provide grants and
loans to start up your business. Toastmasters is a great resource that will assist
with the initial set up of your business. Also, you could talk to friends, relatives,
and other business owners and see where they have gotten their own financial
help from. Also, some communities, such as the Crowsnest Pass have grants for
people with disabilities who would like to start their own business. Check out
your community websites to see what they offer.
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